[BB] They said to him, “Because he vowed, ‘If I am made patriarch, I shall 
kill off an the witches,’ and lo, he has been made patriarch, but he has 
not killed off the witches. Lo, there are eighty witches in a cave of 
Ashgelon, doing destruction to the world, so go and tell him.” 


[CC] He said to them, “I am afraid, for he is the patriarch, and he will not 
believe me.” 


[DD] He said to him, “If he will believe you, good. Now if he does not believe 
you, do this as your sign before him: Put your hand in your eye and 
remove [your eye], and hold it in your hand “ He took out his eye and 
put it in his hand. They said to put it back, and he put it back. 


[EE] He went and reported the incident to him. He wanted to do the sign for 
him, but he would not allow him to do so. 


[FF] [Simeon] said to him, “I know you are a holy man. Furthermore, I did 
not say publicly [that I would uproot witchcraft), but I only thought 
about it [so I know that your knowledge comes from Heaven].” 
Forthwith Simeon b. Shatah arose. 


[GG] Now that day it was raining. Simeon b. Shatah took with him eighty 
young men and dressed them in eighty clean cloaks. He took with them 
eighty new pots, with covers. He said to them, “When I whistle once, 
put on your garments. When I whistle a second time, all of you come 
out at once. When each one of you comes out, lift up one of the 
[witches], and hold her off the ground, because the witchcraft [of 
those women] does not work if their feet are not touching the ground.” 


[HH] When he went and came to the mouth of the cave, he said, “Hello, hello! 
Open up for me. I am one of yours.” 


[II] They said to him, “How did you come on such a rainy day?” 
[JJ] He replied, “I ran between the rain drops.” 

[KK] They said to him, “And what did you come here to do?” 
[LL] He said to them, “To learn and to teach.” 


[MM] When he came in, one of them said something and produced bread. 
One of them said something and produced meat. One of them said 
something and produced cooked food. One of them said something and 
produced wine. They said-to him, “And what can you do?” 


[NN] He said to them, “I can whistle twice and produce eighty handsome 
young men, dressed in clean clothes, who will have pleasure with you 
and give you pleasure too.” 


